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WELCOME  TO  1995! 

The  years  seem  to  come  and  go  so  fast,  and  ISASC's  activities  seem  to 
reflect  that  tempo.  An  EQM  always  in  production,  a  scale  catalog 
regularly  in  the  works,  a  convention  perpetually  being  planned,  and, 
day  in  and  day  out,  new  members  joining  our  ranks.  Our  North  American 
Chapter  now  has  311  members  (an  all-time  high) ,  and  the  European 
Chapter  has  well  over  a  hundred  members.  To  each  and  every  one  of  you 
within  the  far  reaches  of  our  U.S.  and  Canadian  shores,  and  also  to 
our  worldwide  members  beyond  our  shores,  our  warmest  felicitations  for 
the  grandest  of  new  years.  This  Newsletter,  reporting  on  all  that's 
happening  with  ISASC  as  we  enter  1995,  should  tell  you  first  about... 


CONVENTION  TIME! 

It  may  be  winter  on  your  calendar  but  spring  at  Hershey,  Pa.  is  close 
at  hand,  so  much  so  that  our  plans  are  now  finalized  for  our  conven¬ 
tion  on  May  4  to  7 ,  and  we're  expecting  you  to  be  with  us.  By  now  you 
should  have  received  the  invitation  letter,  advance  program,  and 
registration  form,  and  you  can  be  sure  that  everything  we're  telling 
you  is  true! 
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From  Thursday  through  Sunday,  you're  in  for  a  gala  time,  much  of  it 
with  Pennsylvania  Dutch  overtones.  You'll  enjoy  some  Civil  War 
history,  some  local  scale  lore,  some  chocolate  site-seeing  (and 
tasting)  ,  some  Amish  village  life,  and  some  real  bargains  at  a  dozen 
and  one  factory  outlets.  And  beyond  all  this,  there's  our  "Show  and 
Tell;"  Silent  Auction;  "Let's  Make  a  Deal;"  metrology  seminar;  and 
festive  Saturday  night  reception  and  banguet.  It  just  may  be  that  our 
17th  Convention  will  turn  out  to  be  epoch-making,  so  decide  right  now 
that  you're  going  to  be  with  us  and  make  your  reservation  soon .  And 
do  consider  coming  several  days  before  May  4th  and/or  staying  several 
days  after  the  7th.  You'll  find  many  ways  to  spend  entertaining  days 
in  Hershey  and  its  picturesgue  environs. 

SPECIAL  INCENTIVE.  Through  the  generosity  of  member  Bud  Clark,  ISASC 
has  been  given  a  limited  number  of  a  132-page  book  titled,  "Dictionary 
of  Weighing  Terms,"  published  by  Mettler  Instrument  Corporation  (Bud's 
employer  for  35  years).  Bud's  specific  beguest-reguest  is  that  we 
give  each  convention  registrant  a  free  copy  of  this  invaluable  guide 
when  he  or  she  arrives  at  Hershey,  and  that's  just  what  we're  going  to 
do.  It's  another  good  reason  to  be  with  us! 

ABOUT  THE  FUTURE. 

These  past  few  months  we've  tried  to  keep  you  acquainted  with  our 
plans  to  alter  the  infrastructure  of  ISASC  so  that  it  serves  our 
entire  membership  in  the  most  effective  way.  Now  we  can  report  that 
our  by-laws  have  been  changed  to  provide  for  two  chapters,  North 
American  and  European .  each  with  its  own  officers  and  each  responsible 
for  managing  its  own  affairs.  However,  we've  retained  the  by-law  that 
provides  for  a  board  of  directors,  seven  in  number,  to  run  our  Society 
at  the  international  level. 

To  give  you  a  clear  idea  as  to  how  our  Society  is  legally  structured 
as  of  January  1,  1995,  turn  to  the  inside  front  cover  (page  1862)  of 
the  enclosed  EQM,  where  you'll  see  the  international  directors  listed, 
along  with  the  officers  for  each  Chapter.  In  every  instance  (three  in 
all),  elections  were  held  during  1994,  and  those  members  who  were 
elected  to  office  are  shown  in  the  listing.  A  report  on  the  specific 
voting  results  follows. 
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ELECTION  RESULTS. 

The  ballot  for  the  election  of  North  American  Chapter  officers  was 
sent  in  October  to  all  NA  Chapter  members.  113  were  returned,  and  of 
that  number,  109  voted  affirmatively  for  the  entire  slate  (a  near- 
unanimous  response) .  Consequently,  your  NA  Chapter  officers  for  1995- 
1997  are  Bob  Stein,  President;  Steven  Ginsberg,  Dale  Goldman,  Joseph 
Lenorovitz,  and  Ruth  Willard,  Vice  Presidents;  Jan  Macho,  Secretary/ 
Treasurer.  The  voting  for  officers  (and  trustees)  of  the  European 
Chapter  was  conducted  earlier  in  1994,  and  those  members  elected  to 
office  in  1994  and  presently  serving  staggered  terms  are  also  listed 
on  page  1862  of  EQM.  The  ballot  for  the  election  of  international 
directors  was  sent  in  October  to  the  entire  membership  comprising  both 
chapters.  130  were  returned,  and  of  that  number,  123  voted  affirma¬ 
tively  for  the  entire  slate  (again,  near-unanimous) .  Consequently, 
your  Board  of  Directors  for  1995-1997  are  Bob  Stein,  Chairman;  Serge 
Camilleri,  Diana  Crawf orth-Hitchins ,  William  Doniger,  Steven  Ginsberg, 
John  Knights,  and  Jan  Macho.  And  thus,  we  put  to  rest  election 
matters  for  the  next  three  years  and  carry  on  with  our  day-to-day 
business . 

VICE  PRESIDENTIAL  GOINGS-ON. 

**  VP  Dale  Goldman  tells  us  she  received  a  very  good  response  to  her 
request  for  the  loan  of  old  scale  catalogs  suitable  for  repro¬ 
duction  and  sale  to  members.  She  goes  on  to  say  that  "things  will 
happen"  in  our  catalog  department  in  1995,  and  meanwhile,  if  any 
members  have  not  as  yet  responded  to  Dale's  solicitation,  would 
you  please  do  so  ASAP  and  accept  Dale's  thanks  for  so  doing. 

**  VP  Joe  Lenorovitz  tells  us  that  he  and  his  committee  (Will 
Willard,  Gloria  Lipfert,  Lew  Weiss)  have  put  together  a  short  and 

Lo  pc.  Uow 

simple  questionnaire  /  (MHiHBl)  to  determine  member  attitudes 
about  our  annual  convention:  Why  they  go,  or  why  they  don't;  and 
if  they  do  go,  what  they  like,  or  don't  like;  etc.  All  Joe  asks 
is  that  you  take  a  brief  couple  of  minutes  to  fill  out  the 
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questionnaire  and  mail  it  back  to  him.  Your  answers  will  enable 
us  to  make  sure  the  convention  price  is  right,  tell  us  what's 
needed  to  attract  more  members,  and  show  us  ways  to  enhance  the 
program.  As  soon  as  you  give  us  your  two  cents'  worth  in  writing, 
send  the  questionnaire  to  Joe  Lenorovitz,  3634  Goodland  Avenue, 
Studio  City,  CA  91604.  And  thanks,  from  Joe,  his  committee,  and 
all  of  us. 

**  VP  Ruth  Willard  tells  us,  word  for  word,  the  following: 

"A  big  'Thank  You'  to  all  who  responded  to  our  questionnaire. 
Members  have  expressed  a  lively  interest  in  the  following  topics: 
American  manufacturers  and  designers;  U.S.  scale  patents;  Scale 
mechanisms;  Specialized/Unusual  scales  (coin,  coin-release, 
apothecary,  grain,  egg,  computing,  toy,  advertising,  decorator) ; 
Counterfeit  detectors;  Scales  distinctive  to  particular  time 
periods;  Institutional  and  public  collections;  Advertisements  and 
ephemera;  How  to  spot  a  fake  (compatibility  of  materials,  design, 
and  technology) ;  Restoring  scales  (advisability  and  implications, 
procedures,  locating  parts,  supplies,  or  craftsmen) ;  Photo¬ 
graphing,  Dating;  Cataloguing,  Insuring,  Displaying,  and  Disposing 
of  a  collection;  "Collector's  Showcase"  as  a  regular  feature  of 
EQM. 

"A  wealth  of  talent  has  come  forward,  and  we  already  have  two 
excellent  manuscripts  in  work:  "Who  Made  a  Scale  for  Left-Handed 
People?"  by  Red  Meade,  and  a  provocative  piece  on  two  counterfeit 
detectors,  one  patented  but  apparently  never  made,  and  the  other 
made  but  never  patented,  by  George  Mallis.  Allen  Yale  promises 
several  articles  on  Fairbanks  (the  subject  of  his  recently 
completed  550-page  dissertation) ,  as  well  as  Howe.  Bill  Doniger 
is  writing  about  Dr.  Fitch's  Prescription  Scale  and  Scales  of  the 
California  Gold  Rush.  Dale  Reed  is  researching  Jacobs/Detecto. 
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Dick  Axelrood  and  Bob  Stein  will  share  their  knowledge  of  Tiffany. 
Betty  Wright,  Dale  Goldman,  and  George  Anna  Wehman  expressed 
interest  in  writing  about  toy  scales.  Betty  is  contemplating  an 
article  about  Howard  &  Davis,  George  Anna  will  also  write  on 
specialized  scales  and  photography.  Dale  will  collaborate  on 
articles  about  ephemera.  Bill  Berning,  who  has  previously 
published  in  Coin-op  Classics.  has  hundreds  of  historic 
photographs  and  postcards  showing  scales.  Lew  Weiss  hopes  to 
research  and  write  on  the  Troemner  and  Pennsylvania  Scale 
companies."  There's  a  start  for  you!  Nice  going,  Ruth. 

THE  USUAL  FRIENDLY  REMINDER. 

Dues  payment  time  has  come  and  almost  gone,  and  if  you're  one  of  the 
few  who  somehow  overlooked  this  important  matter,  please  rectify 
things  and  send  your  check  to  Jan  Macho  toot  sweet  (so  much  for  my 
French)  .  Your  corps  of  volunteers  is  hard  at  work  keeping  ISASC 
going,  and  we  need  your  cooperation.  And,  while  you're  at  it,  if  your 
address  or  phone  has  changed,  or  your  collection  increased  appreciably 
in  size,  tell  us  so  on  the  directory  update  card  you  received,  and 
we'll  correct  our  records  before  we  produce  our  '95  directory  due  for 
mailing  in  April. 

NEWS  FROM  HERE,  THERE  AND  EVERYWHERE. 

**  Since  our  last  report  to  you  on  the  status  of  our  scale  bibliogra¬ 
phy,  there's  been  no  letup  in  the  workload  of  Judy  and  Eric 
Soslau,  who  have  been  busy  preparing  the  final  draft  so  they'll 
have  something  to  show  us  during  our  May  convention  in  Hershey. 
And  that  will  be  a  banner  occasion. 

**  When  we  told  you  recently  about  the  opportunity  to  expand  on  and 
improve  the  section  on  scales  in  Schroeder's  Antiques  Price  Guide, 
George  Mallis  volunteered  to  head  up  the  effort.  He's  well 
underway  with  the  assignment,  and  it  should  be  completed  early  in 
'95,  in  time  for  Schroeder's  new  edition.  It's  good  to  know  we 
can  always  count  on  George. 
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**  As  we're  sure  you  know  by  now,  ISASC's  Euro-Chapter  has  two  one- 
day  conventions  each  year,  in  April  and  October.  They're 

invariably  quite  noteworthy,  and  in  the  past,  a  number  of  our 
members  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  have  enjoyed  attending  these 
affairs  while  traveling  in  the  UK  or  the  Continent.  The  next  one 
is  set  for  April  30  in  Winchester,  and  if  you're  interested  in 
attending,  write  Ron  Wilkinson,  28  Foxhill  Road,  Burton  Joyce, 
Nottingham  NG14  5DB ,  England.  And  while  you're  at  it,  ask  for  the 
particulars  on  next  October's  meeting. 

**  Irv  Olson  writes  to  tell  us  he  and  spouse  Ruth  will  for  certain  be 
at  our  17th  convention,  seeing  that  the  Olsons  have  a  "soft  spot" 
in  their  hearts  for  Hershey.  It  turns  out  that  the  reason  for 
this  sentimental  attachment  is  that  several  years  ago  the  Hershey 
Foundation  asked  the  Olsons  for  some  photographs  (Irv's  an  expert 
photographer,  you  know)  for  the  80  children's  homes  Hershey 
maintains  in  the  town,  and  received  in  return  350  full-color,  16" 
x  20"  prints.  That's  some  gift! 

The  Olsons  have  garnered  international  acclaim  for  their  photos 
of  people  and  places  they've  visited  during  more  than  100  overseas 
trips,  and  now  they're  deeply  involved  in  electronic  imaging  via 
computer.  By  adroitly  using  this  modern-day  technique,  they're 
able  to  "make  magic"  by  altering  images,  colors,  and  textures,  and 
these  days  their  photographs  are  being  exhibited  at  a  well-known 
gallery  in  Akron.  Which  is  a  well-deserved  tribute  to  a  creative 
couple  married  54  adventurous  and  happy  years! 

**  This  past  November,  the  Bob  Steins  visited  Boulder,  Colorado 
(again)  to  see  three  of  their  grandkids,  and  Bob  took  time  out  to 
visit  member  John  Shannon  and  spouse  Gerry  in  Denver.  To  say  his 
visit  was  an  eye-opening  treat  would  be  an  understatement.  John 
has  a  marvelous  collection  of  assay  balances,  along  with  rich-in¬ 
history  memorabilia,  and  authority  that  he  is,  he's  knee-deep  in 
writing  his  book,  the  title  to  be,  "History  of  the  U.S.  Assay 
Balance  Makers."  If  things  go  as  planned,  John  will  publish  late 
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in  1995,  and  every  member  who  owns  one  more  assay  balances  (or 
would  like  to)  is  sure  to  find  John's  book  a  historical  treasure 
trove.  (John  is  also  a  dealer  in  "mining  and  scientific  items," 
in  case  you've  got  something  he  might  be  interested  in,  or  you're 
looking  for  something  he  might  have.) 

**  Speaking  of  Stein  travel,  you  might  like  to  know  that  Bob  went 
with  cronies  on  a  week's  golfing  trip  to  Ireland  in  mid-October. 
Aside  from  his  golf  leaving  much  to  be  desired  (wind,  rain,  knee- 
high  rough,  etc.  being  his  excuse) ,  his  high  hopes  of  finding  one 
or  two  postal  scales  were  dashed,  only  because  he  somehow  never 
got  to  a  single  antique  shop.  Why,  he  can't  explain,  so  don't 
ask. 

**  Following  last  year's  convention,  member  Don  Blue  looked  into  the 
idea  of  a  member  of  ISASC  subscribing  to  one  or  another  commercial 
computer  services  such  as  America  On-Line  or  Compu-Serve,  so  that 
anyone  in  that  great  big  computer  world  out  there  could  find  out 
about  us,  become  a  member,  ask  us  about  scales,  or  tell  us  some¬ 
thing  we'd  like  to  know,  etc.  In  effect,  it  would  represent  "on¬ 
line"  exposure  to  millions  of  subscribers  to  this  kind  of  service. 

However,  Don's  current  feeling  is  that  our  Society  is  too  small 
and  the  prospective  day-in  day-out  usage  too  limited  to  justify 
the  cost.  He  feels  it  might  be  more  feasible  if  we  could  tap  into 
Internet .  looked  on  as  the  worldwide  information  superhighway,  by 
finding  an  ISASC  member  already  using  Internet,  either  through  an 
institution  or  business,  and  using  that  member's  access  for  our 
purposes.  We're  not  sure  if  all  this  is  worth  pursuing,  but  if 
any  of  you  are  using  Internet  or  one  of  its  commercial  counter¬ 
parts,  please  take  a  moment  to  let  us  know  and  maybe  we  can  find  a 
way  to  take  advantage  of  it. 
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**  We  received  a  mailing  announcing  the  "Atlantique  City"  antigue 
show  March  17  to  19,  at  which  1,200  dealers  will  gather  in  the 
city's  Convention  Center  to  peddle  their  wares.  The  announcement 
included  an  invitation  to  ISASC  to  send  two  of  its  members  as 
"representatives."  The  event  is  claimed  to  be  the  largest  indoor 
antiques  fair  in  the  world,  and  if  any  of  you  are  thinking  of 
attending,  call  or  write  us  and  we'll  send  you  the  literature  and 
two  official  delegate  badges. 

**  Lew  Weiss,  our  most  prolific  correspondent,  sent  us  a  card  telling 
us  that  at  the  New  York  revival  of  "Showboat,"  during  the  overture 
he  particularly  noted  a  cotton-weighing  scale  on  stage,  similar  to 
a  salesman's  sample  that  Lew  displayed  at  the  last  Chicago 
convention.  Quite  a  coincidence.  Lew  also  sent  us  the  Weiss 
holiday  newsletter,  which  recounted,  among  other  activities, 
several  interesting  trips  he  and  Ruth  took  and  several  unusual 
scales  they  acguired  during  the  year. 

**  Emil  Cohn  writes  to  tell  us  that  an  article  he  arranged  for  in 
EQM  #2,  1985,  describing  a  wall  chart  drawn  by  Arnaldo  Domenech  in 
1484,  elicited  a  recent  call  from  the  Curator  of  Science  of  the 
National  Museum  of  Scotland.  It  seems  the  curator  was  looking  for 
more  information  about  the  chart,  which  shows  weights  and  measures 
in  effect  between  various  Mediterranean  ports.  Emil  put  the 
curator  in  touch  with  the  author  of  the  article,  James  E.  Kelly, 
Jr. ,  who  promised  his  cooperation.  The  chart,  by  the  way,  is  now 
held  by  the  Library  of  Congress,  and  Emil  is  now  (and  forever) 
proud  of  the  recognition  ISASC  is  accorded  from  time  to  time  by 
the  worldwide  scientific  community. 

AND  NOW... A  PLEASANT  PRACTICE. 

By  that,  of  course,  we  mean  our  annual  thanks  to  the  several  members 
who  support  ISASC  in  different  and  important  ways.  For  their  selfless 
services  in  1994,  accolades  rightfully  go  to: 
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Jan  Macho,  our  treasurer,  for  quietly  and  resolutely  doing  a  fine  job 
that's  a  tough  one; 

Steve  and  Riva-Jill  Ginsberg,  who  run  our  publications  and  convention 
services  departments,  for  their  dual  services  rendered  so  competently; 

Bill  Doniger,  our  director  and  helpmate  whenever  he's  needed; 

Diana  Crawf orth-Hitchins ,  who's  ever-ready  with  EQM,  notwithstanding 
other  ISASC  responsibilities  and  a  busy  family  life; 

Judy  and  Eric  Soslau,  whose  commitment  to  our  bibliography  project  is 
steadfast,  with  clear  signs  that  it  will  prevail  until  the  job  is  done; 

Jerry  Katz,  who  continues  to  handle  the  demands  imposed  on  ISASC  by 
the  never-ending  stream  of  "help  me"  correspondence  that  comes  to  us; 

Dale  Goldman,  Joe  Lenorovitz,  and  Ruth  Willard,  for  enthusiastically 
taking  on  their  vice  president  mantles,  and  quickly  getting  involved 
with  things  to  do  for  the  betterment  of  ISASC. 

Our  Benefactors,  almost  80  strong,  for  providing  extra  support  to 
ISASC  so  we  can  continue  to  operate  in  a  top-quality  way  and  present  a 
top  quality  image  to  the  world  around  us. 

THANKS  TO  ALL  OF  YOU,  AND  ON  THAT  NOTE... 

we'll  remind  you  that  you  should  take  a  close  look  at  the  enclosed 
literature  list  and  order  something  for  your  metrology  library.  It's 
another  ISASC  service  you'd  do  well  to  use.  We  hope  to  see  you  in 
Hershey  this  May,  and  we'll  be  writing  you  again  in  mid-April. 

Fraternally, 

Mt: 
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A  BIT  OF  SCALE  HISTORY  AND  HUMOR. 

In  a  recent  issue  of  this  News¬ 
letter,  the  last  page  was  destined 
to  remain  blank  until  we  put  it  to 
good  use  by  reproducing  two  vintage- 
type  scale  postcards  on  it.  Faced 
with  that  same  situation  this  time 
around,  we're  doing  the  same  thing. 
To  those  who  are  familiar  with 
English  cartoons,  we  must  ask  the 
question  concerning  the  "fat  man" 
card r  Is  it  a  "penny  dreadful"? 


THE  FAT  MAN 
Some  men  keep  on  getting  fatter 
And  say  to  themselves  “it  don't  matter:” 
But  if  you'd  say  to  such 
"Stop  eating  so  much!" 

He'd  get  as  mad  as  a  hatter. 


